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End of term report

Apologies for the  delay in the September edition  but though it would be sensible to wait until the end of the season which was delayed  by the fact that  the 3rd Xl had to reschedule their game against  London Knights,  and thanks to Bromley Common, yet again, for staging one of our games as both Hayes and Hawes Down were preparing for the football season 

Would be nice to have some end of season reports,  but am not holding my breath 

The Colts presentation evening was postponed but the seniors  went ahead and a list of the winners appears later in this newsletter and congratulations to all of them.

Our next big event is the AGM on Tuesday October  18th,  and please come along and have your say about your Club 

In comparison to last season 2022 has not been  as successful, but the important thing is that the Club is still imbued with an enthusiasm, bonhomie and togetherness admired by all 
“Is it like this every week?” inquired John Miller, one of the  panel umpires,  after the  1st Xl’s victory against Dartford  as everyone celebrated 

“It’s like this even when all of our sides lose,” I explained 

The 1s, unfortunately, found the step up to Division One cricket a little too much but we gave a good account of ourselves and lost three games by less than ten runs and, in Matt Golding,  had both the highest run maker  -  976,   and wicket taker (32) in the entire league 

These figures do not include  overseas players and although some of those  took more than 32 wickets,  no-one scored more runs in Division One than ‘Pigeon’   - well done and more of the same again next year, please 

Both the 2nd and 4th Xls had solid if not inspiring  seasons, never being in the hunt for promotion nor with fears of relegation,  whilst a splendid run of four wins from five games ensured that the 3rd Xl’s  relegation fears were banished 

Next year  sees a restructuring of the league, essentially  to cut down on the travelling involved, and we look forward to seeing how it will affect all of our sides 

The Colts continue to thrive and a big vote of thanks to Jon Rodda and his splendid team of coaches for ensuring that  the future of the Club is secure 

Performance of the month:  Jeff Mascarenhas, who scored 3, 536 not out against Bexleyheath 5th Xl on August 6th or, at least, that is what the 4th Xl scorebook recorded, although this  has been known to be inaccurate – have spent many a happy bus ride home reconciling the 4th Xl score-book! 

I trust everyone has enjoyed the 2022 season and make sure you winter well – I know many of you play other sports during this period, so good luck with them and trust you record many victories 

We do not forger cricket in the Winter,  with indoor competitions and Winter Nets, so enjoy them as well. The newsletter will continue to appear, albeit sporadically, during the winter months, the degree of its appearances depending very much on the number of reports I receive, so start writing 

AND DON’T FORGET THE AGM ON OCTOBER 18TH 





Who to contact and how

Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874 (Mobile)



Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com

Vice-Chair 

Laurence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 

Doug Forbes 




07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen and






         Steve Lawrence email: stevelawrence@gmail.com 
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Nick Morley  




07760850220
   (M)



Email: nicholasmorley1992@gmail.com




 
3rd Xl: 


Kevin Carruthers 





Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com

07980 620399
   (M) 
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 



07957910148 (M) 




Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 
T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 

Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com




August /September Results 
Beckenham under 13b 
110 for 8
Under 13b 
111 for 3

Won by 7 wickets 
Under 13a


131 for 8
Bromley Common  108 for 8  
Won by 23 runs 

Bromley 


138

1st  Xl 

139 for 8

Won by 2 wickets 

Broadstairs  2nd Xl

154

2nd Xl 

155 for 5

Won by 5 wickets

London Knights



3rd Xl

Match abandoned after 4 overs – bad pitch

Bexleyheath 5th Xl 

101

4th Xl 

105 for 0

Won by 10 wickets 

Sunday Development X1


Bexleyheath 



OWs conceded 

Under 15b 




Sidcup Under 15b 


Cancelled 

Beckenham Under 13

152 for 3
Under 13b
85 for 8

Lost by 67 runs 

Under 19




Hayes 




OWs conceded 

St Lawrence & Highland Court   263 for 6
1st Xl

172


Lost by  91  runs

2nd Xl 



312 for 6
Carford Wanderers 
315 for 6
Lost by 4 wickets 

Sidcup 3rd Xl


188 for 6
3rd Xl 


187 for 7
Lost by 1 run 

4th Xl



255 for 6
Dulwich 6th Xl 
156

Won by 99 runs

Beckenham 


147 for 7
Under 15a

148 for 4
Won by 6 wickets 

Sunday Development 

223 for 8
Bromley 

224 for 9
Lost by 1 wicket






Kent Ramblas 


174 for 6
OW Sunday Xl
177 for 4
Won by 6 wickets 

Beckenham Bears 

147 for 7
Under 15a

148 for 4
Won by 6 wickets 
Beckenham Under 19

162 for 4
Under 19

136 for 6
Lost by 26 runs 

OW midweek Xl 

134

Catford and Cyphers 
137 for 3
Lost by 7 wickets 

Under 19


113 for 8
Hayes 


114 for 9
Lost by 1 wicket 

1st Xl 



321 for 5
Bromley Common 
166

Won by 155 runs 

2nd Xl 



169

Whitstable 

172 for 7
Lost by 3 wickets 

3rd Xl 



153 for 9
Catford and Cyphers 
138

Won by 15 runs 

4th Xl 



110 for 9
Catford and Cyphers 
112 for 4
Lost by 6 wickets 

Dartfordians 2nd Xl 

162 for 7
5th Xl 


120

Lost by 42 runs 

Sidcup 


258 for 9
Sunday Development 
208

Lost by 50 runs 

Streatham and Marlborough 
115 for 4
Under 13b 

116 for 1
Won by 9 wickets 

Under 19


118 for 6
Beckenham

122 for 4
Lost by 6 wickets 
Linden Park 


219

1st Xl 


218 for 9
Lost by 1 run
Linden Park 


276

2nd Xl 


130

Lost by 146 runs 
Beckenham 4th Xl

14

3rd Xl 


17 for 1
Won by 9 wickets 
4th Xl 



127 for 9
Beckenham 6th Xl
85

Won by 42 runs 
Sunday Development 

46

Bexley 

52 for 2
Lost by 8 wickets 
Under 13b 


154

Hayes 


129 for 6
Won by 25 runs 
Folkstone


206 fo7
1st Xl 


134

Lost by 72 runs 
2nd Xl 



171 for 9
Blackheath  4th Xl
172 for 2
Lost by 8 wickets 

Ex-Blues 1st Xl

49

3rd Xl 


53 for 1
Won by 9 wickets


Sunday Development 

165

Hayes


166 for 3
Lost by 7 wickets 
London Knights 

207 for 5
3rd Xl 


87

Lost by 120 runs 
Award winner for the 2022 season 

4th Xl Player of the year -  Brian Morley trophy 


Paul Jenkins 

Most improved player 





Dan Nicholls 
Sunday Development Player of the year 



Josh Lawrence
3rd Xl Player of the year 





Joe Jukes 

Young player of the year 





Dan Simpson 

2nd Xl player of the year – Graham Watts trophy 


Robbie Adams 

1st Xl champagne moment  -
 Michael Mitchell and Jon Rodda’s opening partnership of  174 against Dartford  - Jon (88) and ‘Mitch’ 73 at the time,  although he went on to make 92 
Pikey’s People award 






Dave Welch 

1st Xl Player of the year  - Ken Sawyer trophy 


Matt Golding 

Club Person of the year 





Mike Pike 

Special award 


Doug Forbes was presented with the ball he took his 1,500 wicket with 
Non 1st Xl champagne moment of the year  


Joe Jukes 6 for 2 against Beckenham 
SPARKS FLY AT BROADSTAIRS    Broadstairs  2nd  Xl   154.   2nd  Xl 155  for 5

“Why don’t the 2nd Xl have an overseas player”, asked Siva during the tea interval at Catford and Cyphers. 

“They do, but he never plays”, I explained 


With our score on 35 for 4 Brett Monagle, the 2nd Xl’s overseas player, strode to the wicket to join Velson Devarajulu, who was on 6 at the time


Brett, who looks disturbingly like  Russell Mael of Sparks, consulted with said Velson and calmly asserted:
“This town ain’t big enough for both of us, and it ain’t me who’s gonna leave” only  for Velson to correct his grammar before they set about repairing the damage and,  84 runs later,  Brett left, despite his initial protestations that he was not going to do so, having been bowled for 22 

However,  he had done his job and Velson and Steve Blunt then saw us safely home to a five wicket victory, Velson finishing on 73 not out in his first game of the season 

Earlier Broadstairs had got off to the worst possible start, Steve Blunt taking a neat slip catch off Robbie Adams to the first ball of the game,  and although the second wicket pair then put on 49, after that wickets began to fall at regular intervals and they were all out for 154 in 37th over 

Robbie continued his initial good work and finished  with 3 for 34, whilst Steve Blunt, 3 for 32 and David Pilgrim, 3 for 34, also caused the Broadstairs batting order problems and after that  initial stumble from our top order, we achieved a comfortable five wicket victory 
MOM: Velson Devarajulu – good to see him back and he played the perfect innings for the situation 
Jones Ranjan Merhant (Velson)Deverajulu Scott Monagle Blunt Adams.R Jukes.J Pilgrim.D Sullivan 

LEAGUE LEADERS WIN THIS TIME Saint  Lawrence & Highland Court 263 for 6  1st Xl 172 

My first game with the 1s since Linden Park because they do not have enough cars to travel to away games, and my thanks to Jane Abbett and Dave Welch who scored at The Mote and Holmesdale respectively and also ferried some of the players as well 

July had been a mixed month for the 1st Xl with victories against Folkstone and Dartford but reverses facing The Mote, Canterbury and Holmesdale.

August had started well with victory against Bromley and on this occasion they were playing the league leaders,  knowing that they had inflicted their first defeat of the season upon them  at Hayes  on  June 11th; time for another one 

It was the weekend of extreme heat and the league had suggested, but with the approval of both sides and the umpires, that games could be reduced in length in order to combat  the likes of sun stroke and heat exhaustion, but this offer was declined – cricketers are made of stern stuff 

St  Lawrence won the toss and elected to bat, a decision  that surprised no-one,  and they made us toil in the heat, their openers putting on 130 until Ish bowled one of them for 63 in the 31st over .
We then took a further five wickets but, before the innings started, our hosts would probably  have taken 263 for 6 even, despite the fact that they were 130 for 0 after 30 overs 

As for ourselves,  we picked up another two bowling points but knew that we would have to score at over five runs an over to achieve the double we wanted, and needed,  so much 

However, we started badly and at 75 for 6 were in deep trouble and but for a fourth wicket stand of 49 between Louis Pryor (25) and Matt Golding,  things would have been a lot worse. ‘Pigeon’ and Josh Lawrence then put on 48 for the seventh wicket and,  with Dan Simpson to come,  might we see a repeat of the victory against Bromley,  knowing that  he and Matt had  steered us home on that occasion 

Sadly not, as ‘Pigeon’ was the ninth man out  for 90,  with the score on 172 and, a ball later, the game was over, ‘Simmo’ left stranded on 0 not out without getting the opportunity to show his prowess

Not a good day for the 1st Xl,  with only 3 bonus points accrued – one more wicket and three more runs would have made it 5; this could be crucial come close of play on September 3rd 
MOM:  Matt Golding  - another superb innings from our main man who is on course to score over 1,000 league  runs for the season 
Rodda.J Mitchell (Syd)Sherlock Golding Pryor (Dan)Seston Bettridge Lawrence.J September Simpson Ellicott-White 

REMEMBER WHERE YOU PARKED THE CAR     2nd   169   Whitstable 172 for 7 

We used to play an all-day game at Whitstable on a Sunday for a number of years,  thanks to the good offices of Dave Wakeford, who moved there,  joined the Club as a player and recommended a friendly fixture against Old Wilsonians 
“We can supply a tea but you will have to bring your own lunch”, we were always  informed 

On one occasion, when a car took a wrong  turning on the journey, Stuart Forbes and Chris Cowell had to open the batting whilst on another Ian Forbes, who was still in his playing pomp, took advantage of the bar when continual rain prevented any play and your correspondent had to drive his car home for him 

In those days you could park your car along the boundary edge but Whitstable have now put a Net there so you have to scramble for a parking space as near to the ground as possible. 

Whitstable sat proudly at the top of the Division Two table and were anxious to substantiate  their credentials against a side who were now playing for pride, promotion nor relegation being a hope/fear  and when they reduced us to 46 for 4,  things looked bleak  for the visitors 

However, Chris Scott and Andrew Pomerng had other ideas and took the score to 130 before Andrew was caught for 31,  and when Chris offered a caught and bowled chance upon reaching 60, which was accepted, we could only offer a few defiant blows from Siva Ranjan and Robbie Adams, and  were bowled out for 169 in just 37 overs 

Whitstable took until the 40th over to score the runs they required, with their top six batsmen all getting in before getting  out to our determined strike force, so all credit to them 


Robbie Adams was expensive in his first spell but came back well to finish with 3 for 56, whilst James Sellar took 2 for 28 from his ten overs, which is admirable for a leg spinner,  and we left Whitstable, having remembered where the cars were parked, beaten but not disgraced  
MOM: Chris Scott: Good to see him back after his brief sojourn at Broadstairs, he continues to look an accomplished 2nd Xl batsman  
Merchant Bettridge (Dan)Seston Nichols Scott Pomering.A Blunt Ranjan Sivaranjan Adams.R. Sellar 
ANOTHER OW DEFEAT AT LINDEN  PARK     Linden Park   276    2nd  Xl   130 

This was the 2nd Xl’s last away game of the season and I been to Fir Tree Rd earlier in the year  with the 1st Xl where runs had flowed freely from both sides but, unfortunately for us, more so from their bats than ours 

As well as stating the obvious – namely 1st Xl cricket is better than that of the 2nd Xl – there are often other differences between them that affect the ‘non-playing’ contingent of any side, namely the lack of umpires and scorers. Linden Park had neither  and Dave Welch manfully umpired from both ends  and yours truly was on his own for one innings but, to be fair, was treated better than at some other grounds – e.g. The Mote 

We won the toss – no umpire means you automatically lose it – and Siva elected to bowl and Robbie Adams vindicated his decision by bowling their opener with his second ball – “Got an inside edge” he bemoaned as he returned to the pavilion  

However, his opening partner was of a different mind and ilk and when Guy Hannah bowled him he had 123 to his name and his side’s total had reached 241 for 5,  after which we did well to dismiss them for 276 at the start of the 46th over 

Robbie finished with 3 for 44 and  Guy 3 for 47 as we stuck to our task but we  were again guilty  of conceding unnecessary runs – see the report of the Catford and Cyphers game – by bowling 41 wides and 3 no balls 

Cameron and Siva started our reply well enough but when they were both dismissed within 3 runs of each other, we slumped from 32 for 0 to 42 for 6 in six overs 

John Fornear (25) and Robbie Adams (23) then showed some resistance and then Ed Castle hit an exhilarating 27 not out, but all three simply delayed the inevitable and we were all out for 135 in the 35th over 

MOM: Robbie Adams – as well as his three wickets he also batted as if he were born to it, hitting several cover drives that the top order would have been proud of to such an extent that their wicket-keeper, having a close view of Robbie’s batting, assumed he was a 1st Xl player returning from injury 
Jones Ranjan Mechant Nichols Scott Fornear  Majumdar Adams.R Castle.E Doherty Hannah 
WICKET LOSES ITS SPIN DURING THE TEA INTERVAL    2nd Xl        Blackheath 4th  Xl   

This was the 2nd Xl’s final game of the season and someone far more qualified than I will undoubtedly write a report about the season per se for the next edition of the newsletter!! 

Blackheath, as in the away fixture, failed to provide an umpire so we won the toss and elected to bat. They also, as in the away fixture, failed to provide a scorer so……. I was on my own; again  

Siva elected to bat and things were going along nicely as Cameron Jones and Josh Merchant put on 82 for the first wicket until Josh was dismissed by a well-judged catch for 43,  and Cameron followed shortly afterwards to a more straightforward catch for 30,  after which there followed a distressing fall of wickets  - 137 for 8 with six overs remaining – first rule of cricket; always use all of your overs when batting first 

Thankfully we managed to do this thanks to an eighth wicket stand of 34 between Siva and David Pilgrim which was only broken when the former was run out from the last ball of our 50 overs – Siva  is not as quick as he used to be and now has to have his slow motion action replay speeded up,  otherwise it makes no sense at all

Our skipper made batting look easy where others feared to tread, hitting 26 of his 39 runs in boundaries, whilst David played the perfect supporting role with six singles to give the bowlers something to defend 

“There’s a bit of turn out there”, enthused David, “which will help James, Shehan and myself,” but the reality proved otherwise and Blackheath lost just two wickets – neither to a spinner – to secure a comfortable eight wicket victory 

Our bowlers were not helped by some sloppy fielding, which had a distinct ‘end of the season’ feel to it, and our second string will go into the winter knowing that they could have done better in 2022 and in the knowledge that 2023 sees everyone’s slate wiped clean and they have a chance to reach their full potential, which is significant, next year 
MOM: Siva:  Made batting look easy where others had struggled 
Jones Merchant Blunt Monagle (Sheehan) Sivaranjan Castle.E  Majumdar (Siva) Ranjan Doherty Pilgrim.D Sellar 
DEFEAT, DESPITE THE EFFORTS OF THE MASTERS  London Knights  207 for 4,  3rd Xl  87

Skipper Kevin Carruthers was taciturn but there was a look of anguish on his face as he read the latest email from London Knights,  and eventually he felt he had to say something 
“I’m beginning to lose patience with this lot; they are now asking that the start time be put back” 

We arrived at Bromely Common’s ground, who had kindly agreed to stage this re-arranged game for us following the abandonment  of the game at London Knights  ground due to a dangerous pitch 

We had two umpires and three scorers but they had neither umpire nor scorers – actually we had three umpires as Dave Welch is multi-talented and can both umpire and score and Chair the Club;  he is that talented 

Eventually London Knights  arrived, won the toss and elected to bat. This would not have been allowed in the Kent League – no umpire and you lose the toss


Karim Mir started the umpiring stint, with Matt Abbett replacing him after a round of golf. 
Our opponents had already won the league and their openers put on 65 for the first wicket before’The Master’, Doug Forbes, trapped one of them lbw and then bowled the other by which time the score had reached 116 

Enter the other Master,  i.e. Howard Abbett, and they were soon 117 for 4 as he took 2 wickets in three balls. However, they only lost one further wickets when Ollie Willis executed a smart run out, and ended their innings on 207 for 4 

After tea, kindly provided by Bromley Common, we started our reply with the two Josh’s – Holland and Merchant – and after the latter had hit a splendid boundary he then played an awful shot and was bowled,  and after that we lost wickets on a regular basis and were bowled out for 87 in 28 overs, with their number 5 and 6 bowlers finishing with figures of 3-1-5-3 and 2-2-0-2 respectively 


Ollie Willis who, with initials like that,  can only play for Old Wilsonians, did his best to steady the ship and was the sixth man out with the score on 86, and  then had to watch the rest of his team mates capitulate for the addition  of just one further run 

Ed Castle, who had earlier put on 22 with Ollie, just looked bewildered as he finished not out 8 -  two splendid 4s 

So the 3rd Xl’s season came to an end and a good late run,  in which they won four out of five games, had ensured their survival in this division and they now have to see what the restructuring will do to their fixtures list for the 2023 season 

Their performance had a ‘now we know we are safe we can relax a little’ feel about it,  but there was still much to admire, particularly from the performances of the ‘elder statesmen’ 


Doug and Howard both took two wickets whilst Andrew Ifill’s energetic sprint in an attempt to hold on to a catch will live long in the memory, albeit the execution  itself left a lot to be desired as the ball hit the ground 

Howard also enthusiastically chased  the ball to the boundary to prevent  it crossing the rope,  only for the batsmen to run four – although we told Howard it was five! 


Jane Abbett provided the conundrum of the afternoon as to her reasons for attending, the possibilities being a) to enjoy the last game of the season b) to catch up on some lost sleep c) to support the Club d) to watch Howard play e) to watch Matthew umpire f)  to make sure that the score-board was up to date or g) to add to the clutter in Bromley Common’s lost property room 
Holland Merchant Willis Majumdar James Carruthers.K Castle.E Ifill.A Abbett.H Forbes.D Jukes.J 

MOM: Ollie Willis – Playing as a batsman, he hit a well constructed 33 – born to be an OW 
DON’T FORGET THOSE END OF SEASON REPORTS 

DON’T FORGET THE AGM  -  Tuesday October 18th   - 8-00 p.m. 
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